
Instructions for authors

Electronic figures
Electronic versions of your figures must be supplied. For vector graphics, EPS is the preferred format.
For bitmapped graphics, TIFF is the preferred format. The following resolutions are optimal: line figures -
600 - 1200 dpi; photographs - 300 dpi; screen dumps - leave as is. Colour figures can be submitted in
the RGB colour system. Font-related problems can be avoided by using standard fonts such as Times
Roman, Courier and Helvetica.

Colour figures
Springer offers two options for reproducing colour illustrations in your article. Please let us know what
you prefer: 1) Free online colour. The colour figure will only appear in colour on www.springer.com and
not in the printed version of the journal. 2) Online and printed colour. The colour figures will appear in
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article.

Language
We appreciate any efforts that you make to ensure that the language is corrected before submission.
This will greatly improve the legibility of your paper if English is not your first language.

Notes
Notes which do not belong to the head of the article should be numbered consecutively. They should be
placed at the end of the article, not as footnotes. A note which refers to the head of the article should be
indicated by an asterisk.
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Figures
All photographs, graphs and diagrams should be referred to as a 'Figure' and they should be numbered
consecutively (1, 2, etc.). Multi-part figures ought to be labelled with lower case letters (a, b, etc.).
Please insert keys and scale bars directly in the figures. Relatively small text and great variation in text
sizes within figures should be avoided as figures are often reduced in size. Figures may be sized to fit
approximately within the column(s) of the journal. Provide a detailed legend (without abbreviations) to
each figure, refer to the figure in the text and note its approximate location in the margin. Please place
the legends in the manuscript after the references.

Tables
Each table should be numbered consecutively (1, 2, etc.). In tables, footnotes are preferable to long
explanatory material in either the heading or body of the table. Such explanatory footnotes, identified by
superscript letters, should be placed immediately below the table. Please provide a caption (without
abbreviations) to each table, refer to the table in the text and note its approximate location in the margin.
Finally, please place the tables after the figure legends in the manuscript.


